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The function of conceptual metaphors in Early Modern Eng-
lish epistemology

Conceptual metaphors serve as flexible instruments for data interpretation
by forming analogical patterns of understanding and establishing congruety
between intelligible objects. The Renaissance thought operated within a wide
range of newly acquired meanings, and would characteristically apply the
method of analogical thinking as copula mundi for structural re-mapping
within the essentially renovated outlook. Early Modern British philosophers
including Fr. Bacon, R. Burthogge and the group of Cambridge Platonists,
applied conceptual metaphors as analogical tools in experimenting with new
methodological patterns.
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