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In early modern Europe, identity markers were used to adduce collective identities prior to the 
concept of biological race. In the fifteenth century, these heritable markers could be 
longstanding attributes of natio such as language, costume, or blood; by the middle of the 
sixteenth century, formerly individual markers such as physiognomy and skin color were 
increasingly deployed to delimit or characterize a group. Through careful attention to the praxis 
of determining group identity during these centuries, this project identifies and interrogates 
shifts in early modern ideas and practices of embodied difference and the history of race-
making.
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