
MULTIDISCIPLINARY WORKSHOP – MARCH 22-24, 2023

CALL FOR PAPERS:
Community, Ritual and the Power of Memory: 
Past, Present and Future

Rituals have long been a well-established part of several disciplines such 
as religious studies, sociology, history, and archaeology, to name but a few. 
Following Catherine Bell, we define ritual as a form of referential and social
activity deeply rooted in cultural frameworks. Rituals are always situated in
a specific social context and thus have a specific function for that very social 
context. The aim of this workshop is to look at the construction of a feeling of 
(shared) memory within a group, and at the same time how rituals can
subsequently change and transform themselves through this practice.

In order to obtain a comprehensive view, various case studies will be presented, 
not only from different disciplines, but also from completely different historical 
periods, from antiquity to modernity. In this multidisciplinary framework, various 
approaches and theories will be put up for discussion that make it 
possible to look at the phenomenon of 'memory 
construction' within rituals.

Important questions of this workshop are:

In which rituals is a 'shared memory' created? Which structural elements of such rituals are
designed to create a 'shared memory'?

Do such rituals create social cohesion through evoking a sense of 'shared memory'? How do
rituals create social cohesion by generating 'shared memory'?

Do art and literature use such rituals to evoke certain 'answers' from their recipients?

KeynoteSpeakers: Kinga Povedák (Szeged) and Christina Williamson (Groningen)

To participate: Please send an abstract of maximum 200 words until February 1, 2023 to
elena.malagoli@uni-erfurt.de

The workshop focuses on discussions of precirculated papers between 800 and 1500 words
each. The papers and the program will be provided at the beginning of March.

Organizers: Sára Heidl, Marios Kamenou, Veronika Kolomaznik, Elena Malagoli, Matthias
Scholler, Clemens Wurzinger
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