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5 March 2025, 6:15 CET
Dr. Nick Posegay (University of Cambridge)
A Jewish Archive from Old Cairo as a Source for Arabic and Islamic Studies

The Cairo Genizah is rightly famous among scholars of Jewish Studies. A corpus of more than 300,000
manuscript fragments found in the attic of an Egyptian synagogue, for over 125 years it has redefined the
way that we understand medieval Judaism and the history of Jews in the Middle East. It is also well-known
as a source for the study of economic history, containing numerous documents that describe the movement
of people and goods across the Mediterranean Sea. More recently, scholars have begun to examine
how Genizah sources can help us understand the Arabic language and Islamic History, and they have made
some intriguing discoveries about Cairo's Jewish communities and their relationship to Islam. From
ancient Qur'ans and Classical Poetry to Fatimid documents and Arabic folk tales, this lecture will
explore recent discoveries in Islamic Studies as revealed by the Cairo Genizah.

Nick Posegay researches interfaith exchange in the
intellectual and material history of Middle Eastern
manuscripts. He earned his PhD from Cambridge in
Middle Eastern Studies (2021) as a Gates Scholar and
member of Corpus Christi College. Previously, he
completed a BA in Near Eastern Languages/Religious
Studies (2016) and an MA in Middle Eastern Studies
(2017) at the University of Chicago. He recently
completed a Leverhulme Early Career Fellowship at the
Cambridge Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies.
He is also the author of The Illustrated Cairo Genizah
(Gorgias Press, 2024) and the award-winning
monograph Points of Contact (Open Book Publishers,
2021). His publications can be found here: linktr.ee/
NPosegay.

A corpus of fragments from the Cairo Genizah.
© Nick Posegay
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19 March 2025, 6:15 CET
Dr. Alba Fedeli (Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures, University of Hamburg)

Seemingly Identical and Seemingly Different: Archaeometry and Philology in the
Exploration of the Gotha Collection of Early Qur’an Manuscripts

The Gotha Research Library holds a valuable collection of fragments from early Qur'an manuscripts on
parchment that were once preserved in the Mosque of ‘Amr b. al-‘As (d. 664) in Fustat, the ancient urban
foundation located to the south of modern-day Cairo.

The provenance of the collection is well documented, but places and dates of manufacture are not given in the
manuscripts. They instead exhibit a variety of elements added to the manuscripts over time, including updates to
the writing systems, recitational signs, reading traditions, grammatical theories, corrections, and markers used to
subdivide and navigate the text. The stratification of these changes and additions, however, are often
imperceptible to the naked eye. What is seemingly identical may be the result of different agencies at different
chronological stages in the life of the artefact. Conversely, what is seemingly different may in fact be the result of
age and degradation.

How can codicologists and philologists approach the reading of manuscripts and their texts? Appearance must be
filtered with the help of historical and philological knowledge to formulate hypotheses and address questions. In
this paper, I show that non-destructive techniques for material analysis of pigments and inks can support or
disprove hypotheses and solve uncertainties. They can contribute to the localisation and dating of manuscripts.
In fact, establishing correlations between pigments or inks can provide a relative chronology and a clustering
tool for manuscripts. If visual examination proves unsuitable to read these early Qur’anic manuscripts, the
combination of historical, codicological, and philological interpretation with archaeometry offers an
interdisciplinary methodology for manuscript studies and text analysis.

This talk presents ongoing research conducted
in the framework of the project “What is in a
scribe’s mind and inkwell” and shows some
elements in the manuscripts that appear both
seemingly identical and seemingly different
that have been interpreted and solved by
applying archaeometrical philology. The initial
findings of this analysis, conducted in collabo-
ration with the laboratory of CSMC Hamburg
from the Cluster of Excellence “Understanding
Written Artefacts” in February 2025, will be
presented.

Qur’an manuscript (Gotha Research Library, Ms. orient. A 446, f.4r)

Alba Fedeli is a research associate at the Cluster of Excellence “Understanding Written Artefacts” (Universitit
Hamburg), as PI of the research project “What is in a scribe's mind and inkwell”. She studied in Italy with Sergio
Noja and holds a Ph.D. from the University of Birmingham, UK, where she traced the history of the Qur’an
manuscripts in the Mingana Collection. Her work includes the edition of the Mingana-Lewis Qur’an palimpsest.
She has worked on several projects devoted to Qur’an manuscripts, including the digitisation of the Sanaa
Palimpsest at Dar al-Makhtutat in 2007.
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2 April 2025, 6:15 CET

Prof. Nir Shafir (University of California, San Diego)

The Social Effects and Vanishing Traces of Pamphlets and Other Ephemeral Texts

in the Early Modern Ottoman Empire

In the seventeenth century, Muslims in the
Ottoman Empire became embroiled in a
polarizing cultural war over the permissibility
of everyday practices like worshipping at
saints’ graves, smoking tobacco, and an odd
medical  procedure called “chickpea
cauterization.”  This talk traces this
widespread religious and political polarization
to the rise of a new “communication order,”
focusing in particular on the advent of
“pamphlets”: short, mobile, and polemical
tracts, all copied by hand. The talk paints a
new picture of the entire ecosystem of books
in the manuscript culture of the early modern
Ottoman Empire and focuses in particular on
the possibility of tracing ephemeral works in
the manuscript record.

Nir Shafir is an associate professor of
history at UCSD whose work focuses on the
Ottoman Empire/Middle East from 1200 to
1800. He is an occasional contributor and
editorial board member of the Ottoman
History Podcast and served as its editor in
2018. His first book is titled @ The  Order
and Disorder of Communication:
Pamphlets and Polemics in the Seventeenth-
Century Ottoman Empire and came out
with Stanford University Press in October
2024.
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Two Turks in Conversation
(Staats- und Universitiatsbibliothek Bremen, Ms. Or. 9, f. 52r)
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7 May 2025, 6:15 CET
Prof. Paul Love (Al Akhawayn University, Ifrane)
Ibadi Muslim Manuscript Cultures in the 19th-20th Century Maghrib

Ibadi Muslim communities in the Maghrib have a rich and long-standing manuscript culture that reflects
the itinerant lives of the community’s scholars over the past millennium. Whether to seek knowledge, to
carry out pilgrimage, or to do business, Ibadi scholars have been constantly on the move across northern
Africa, the Mediterranean, western Asia, and the East African Coast. The manuscript libraries they have
left behind tell these stories of migration and return. In this presentation, I share some features of the
manuscript traditions of Ibadi communities in the Maghrib in its latter stages during the 19th and 20th
centuries, highlighting the stories of individual scholars whose manuscripts allow us a glimpse into their
lives as migrant students and scholars.
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Abt Hafs b. JamT, Matn ‘aqidat al-tawhid. (Library of ‘All b. Ramadan al-Mzabi, 2z, title page)

Paul Love is Associate Professor of History & Director of the Mohammed VI Library at Al Akhawayn
University in Ifrane (AUI), located in the Middle Atlas Mountains of Morocco. His research focuses on the
history of the Maghrib, with a special love for manuscripts, documents, libraries, and archives. He has
authored two books, both published by Cambridge University Press: Ibadi Muslims of North Africa:
Manuscripts, Mobilization, and the Making of a Written Tradition (2018) and The Ottoman Ibadis of Cairo: A
History (2024). He has also contributed to several international manuscript documentation and
digitization initiatives in the Maghrib, partnering with colleagues and friends in Algeria, Tunisia, Libya,
and France to document and to preserve written material heritage in the region.
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