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WORKSHOP

INTERNATIONAL LAW BETWEEN EMPIRE AND RESISTANCE

Date: 15" of October 2025
Venue: Teaching Building 1 / Room 0229 (Second Floor)
Organisers: Carla Cabanillas Linares

carla.cabanillas_linares@uni-erfurt.de

Doctoral Researcher

Junior Professorship of International Administrative Law and Public
International Law

Faculty of Law, Economics, and Social Sciences

Anna Lena Goll
anna.ooll@uni-erfurt.de

Research Assistant
Professorship for International Relations
Faculty of Law, Economics, and Social Sciences

This one-day workshop brings together two exploratory sessions that seek to rethink
international law at the intersection of postcolonial critique, aesthetics, and practices of
resistance. The project of modernity has long presented international law as a universal,
impartial, and emancipatory enterprise. Yet, postcolonial scholarship in both International
Law and International Relations has demonstrated how deeply the international (legal)
order is entangled with colonial histories of violence and continuing hierarchies of race,
knowledge, and power. While each discipline has developed its own understanding and
critique of coloniality, spaces for dialogue remain rare. This workshop seeks to offer a
platform for interdisciplinary exchange between scholars and practitioners, who draw on
postcolonial sensibilities and utilise creative strategies to theorise or resist the colonial
international. In doing so, we seek to develop a deeper understanding of the post(colonial)
dimension of the politics of international law and foster an appreciation for the people,



approaches, and bottom-up initiatives that seek to practice and imagine international law
differently.

The workshop is structured around two thematic sessions that provide complementary
vantage points from which to engage in a debate on ‘International Law between Empire
and Resistance’. The first session, “Toward a Postcolonial Aesthetics of International
Law’, approaches international law as an assemblage of images, materials, forms, sensory
stimuli, and aesthetic practices and asks for their role in reproducing and/ or unsettling
colonial hierarchies of knowledge and power. At the same time, the workshop considers
what lies beyond law’s visual and aesthetic registers — what remains obscure, marginalised,
or unworlded — and how postcolonial sensibilities might provide tools to challenge or
unsettle the current ‘distribution of the sensible’ (Ranciere 2004) to open up space to
imagine alternative modes of sensing, experiencing, and representing international law. The
second session, “Law from Below: Legal Mobilisation and Creative Practices of
Resistance”, shifts the focus from institutions and doctrines to communities and
struggles. It explores how marginalised actors mobilise international law as a resource for
contesting global inequalities and articulating claims to justice. Moving beyond doctrinal or
institutional perspectives, the session highlights the creative, performative, and cultural
ways in which communities engage law: from grassroots campaigns and vernacular legal
practices to embodied acts of resistance. Rather than treating law as a top-down imposition,
the session foregrounds the agency of those who appropriate, subvert, or reconfigure law

in their own struggles for recognition and survival.

By situating debates on international law’s aesthetics alongside discussions on legal
mobilisation and emancipation, the workshop opens up a broader conversation on how
international law renders its world sensible and authoritative, and how practices of

resistance and refusal may reconfigure or unsettle its order.

PROGRAMME

9:30 — 9:45 Welcome and Introduction

9:45 - 12:45 Toward a Postcolonial Aesthetics of International Law?
09:45 — 11:00 International L.aw’s Aesthetics of Power
11:00 — 11:20 Coffee Break
11:20 — 12:45 Counter-Aesthetics of International Law

12:45 - 14:00 Lunch Break



14:00 — 17:00 Law from Below: Legal Mobilisation and Creative Practices of
Resistance

14:00 — 15:20 Reclaiming Legal Tools from the Margins
15:20 — 15:40 Coffee Break
15:40 — 17:00 Toward an Anti-Colonial Reimagination of Rights

From 19:00 Joint Dinner

Restaurant Masala
Lange Briicke 53, 99084 Erfurt

SESSION 1: TOWARD A POSTCOLONIAL AESTHETICS OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW

This session explores international law’s aesthetic register as a terrain of struggle through
which international law’s authority is continuously reproduced, transformed, and
contested. Conceived as a conversational and exploratory space, the workshop brings
together scholars of international law and postcolonial international relations to cultivate a
shared vocabulary, foster conceptual exchange, and surface new questions at the
intersection of international law, aesthetics, and postcolonial theory. While Third World
Approaches to International Law have produced powerful accounts of its imperial
genealogy, and recent international legal scholarship has turned to the productive capacity
of its aesthetic and visual registers, these two strands have rarely been brought into
sustained conversation. This workshop asks participants to experiment at this fault line and
invites an interdisciplinary reflection on how an aesthetic approach to TWAIL might
reframe our understanding of the violence of international law, and conversely, how
postcolonial sensibilities can enrich contemporary theorising on the aesthetic constitution
of international law’s authority. Beyond interrogating the coloniality of international law’s
aesthetics of power, the session probes the power relations embedded in the senses
themselves—the ways in which the perception of law’s aesthetic forms is shaped by
histories of violence and exclusion. If the sensory frameworks through which we
apprehend international law are already implicated in colonial power hierarchies, what does
this imply for efforts at redistributing the sensible, representing the margins, or imagining
a counter-aesthetics of justice?

e Inwhat ways does international law produce authority, hierarchy, or legitimacy through
its forms, images, and rituals? How do these aesthetic dimensions reproduce colonial
imperial orders and where might they open space for contestation? — what if we think
of spatialisation, temporalisation, formalisation, materialisation or boundary-drawing as
aesthetic acts?



e How can postcolonial sensibilities help us in considering international law’s aesthetic
register not merely as style but as a mechanism of political and epistemic control?
Conversely, how might aesthetic theories enrich postcolonial approaches to law or
open up different ways of writing the histories of international law and empire?

e What would a postcolonial aesthetics of international law look like? A redistribution of

the sensible, a counter-aesthetics, or refusal?
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SESSION 2: LAW FROM BELOW - LEGAL MOBILISATION AND
CREATIVE PRACTICES OF RESISTANCE

This panel focuses on how international law and human rights are imagined, contested,
and reclaimed from below — not only in the form of legal tools but as a broader framework
for resistance and emancipatory practice. It highlights the creative, strategic, and at times
paradoxical ways in which marginalised groups engage with legal systems that have
historically been at the heart of their exclusion and disenfrenchisement. We are interested
in how human rights norms can cultivate a critical and empowering potential if grounded
in the lived realities of the communities they seek to protect. Furthermore, we aim to
discern how the language of the law can be transformed from a tool of oppression into a

language of struggle, resistance, and emancipation. The discussion focuses, inter alia, on:



e Legal mobilizations from the margins: how communities or activists strategically use
international legal tools to resist extractivism, militarization, or displacement

e Decolonial critiques of human rights: questioning liberal foundations while reclaiming

the transformative potential of rights

e How legal mobilization serves as a political counter-practice, enabling communities to
contest the colonial legacies embedded in law’s forms.

o Case studies where international law has been creatively reinterpreted to serve local

struggles

e The limits and potentials of law when mobilized from below
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