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BRANDT SCHOOL VIRTUAL GUEST TALK

Thinking Pragmatically about Research Design 
in Quantitative and Qualitative Research

Prof. Dr. Dimiter Toshkov, Leiden University
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2020, 10 AM (CET)
HOSTED BY PD DR. PATRICK A. MELLO (UNIVERSITÄT ERFURT)

The virtual talk is part of the Research Design and Methods course at the Willy
Brandt School of Public Policy. If you would like to participate, please contact
Patrick.Mello@uni-erfurt.de.

Quantitative and qualitative approaches to social science are often
framed as incompatible and incommensurable. I argue that once
the research goal of a project is made clear, the distinction
between qualitative and quantitative research fades away.
Explaining individual cases and identifying general causal effects
require different procedures of scientific inference. But these
methodological differences need not entail fundamental
epistemological disagreements. In this talk, I review some recent
work on individual causation and within-case analysis, and I
illustrate how cross-case (comparative) and within-case (case study)
work can be fruitfully combined with examples from political
science and public policy.

Dimiter Toshkov is Associate Professor at the Institute of Public Administration,
Leiden University. His research interests are in European integration, comparative
public policy, and research methodology. He is the author of the popular textbook
Research Design in Political Science (2016).
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