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MONDAY LECTURES: VALENTINO GASPARINI
Building the Divine Power in the Greco-Roman World:

(3) The Power of the Otherness

The third lecture in the event series “Building the Divine Power in the
Greco-Roman World” will be consecrated to investigate the ways
through which divine power can be analysed in terms of “excesses”
and “flaws”, or, in other words, of symbolic exchange between
weakness and power.
Concepts of similarity and difference are crucial to the way in which
social actors foster their own agency and build their identities. Lack
and surplus create otherness, and otherness in turn creates social
distinction. The aim of this lecture is to explore dynamics of
activation of the divine power as a result of factors that habitually
foment (in the human sphere) social marginality, such as anonymity,
gender and transgenderism, disability, physical deformity, wealth
inequality, etc.
The OMEGA project intends to investigate whether elements that are
stigmatized in human society by their status of otherness and
weakness might have represented rather a means of enhancement of
power for a divine puissance.
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