
Contents

Introduction 1
Intro 1: Decomposing urban materiality 4
Intro 2: Historicizing and ‘geographizing’ 8

Part One: Spatializing and historicizing materiality 13
I. A historicization based on the decomposition of space into

production units: the planned developments and the construction-
units 13

I.. The production units and their scale 13
I.. What is a construction-unit? 14
I.. Dating issues 18
I. Dating, use-lengths, inertia: analyses of the urban space of

Lyons 22
I.. Dating planned developments (Level 1 and 2 production

units) 22
I.. Dating the plot pattern 26
I.. Dating construction-units (Level 3, 4 and 5 production

units) 28
I.. Dating public space 35
I.. Coherence between buildings and planned developments 39
I. From materiality to remanence: the nature of the transmitted

facts 45
I.. Traces and remanence: transmission, multiple

substitutions 46
I.. Time and lines: the origin of ‘lines’ and of property limits 51
I.. On the history of land property and material limits 54
I.. On the development of by-laws with respect to the built-up fabric

and urban space 60
I.. Substitution and reconstitution: the particular temporality of the

historical monuments 62
I.. The omnipresence of the new 65
I. Conclusion 66

Part Two: Demography and building typology 68
II. The ‘cells’ of urban space: thinking building typology 68
II.. Building the historical Geographic Information System 73



II. The building typology of Lyons from the fifteenth to the
nineteenth century 81

II.. The Middle Ages 82
II.. The Renaissance: from the mono-familial house to the multi-

familial 85
II.. The relationship between occupation mode and form of the

building 91
II.. Seventeenth century: the invention of a new building type of

multi-familial housing (or apartment-building) 102
II.. Typological variations and evolutions 108
II.. The new type and its assemblage properties 112
II.. The typological adaptation of older buildings 115
II.. The origins of the building types present at Lyons 120

Part Three: Temporalities of urban fabric production 125
III. Temporalities and urban morphology 125
III.. A ‘film’ of the building production over three centuries 126
III.. Space, time and social scales 128
III... The year scale 129
III... The several year cycle and the grouped rebuilding of neighboring

houses 135
III... Long duration periodicity 138
III... Long-term trends and demography 144
III. The social agents of change: who builds, for whom 150
III.. From the late fifteenth century to the mid-sixteenth 152
III... The group of five houses under construction in Rue Grenette: an

example of renewal 158
III... The subdivision of Chanu’s garden, illustrating the extension of

urbanization 158
III... The investment logics of major proprietors in the late fifteenth

century 161
III.. The seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 166
III... The series in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century

production 173
III... The production of buildings in the late eighteenth century 175
III... For whom were new buildings produced at the end of the

eighteenth century? 181
III.. Elements of building production in the nineteenth century 188
III... Rue Pierre-Blanc: a singular development of 1820 193

X Contents



III.. The growing distance between the dwellings of proprietors and
their properties 199

Conclusion and discussion 205
Conclusion 1: Temporalities and spatialities of the production of
urban space 205
Conclusion 2: Temporalities of urban space production compared
to temporalities in other scientific domains 211

Appendix: 27 images from the film of building activity at Lyons from 1620 to
1830, one image per 10 years 217

Abstract 231

List of Figures, Graphs and Tables 233
Tables 233
Figures 233
Graphs 235

References 236

Index of persons and places 247

Subject index 254

Contents XI




