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GRADING SCALE
Percentage Grade
96-100 1.0
92-95.5 1.3
88-91.5 1.7
84-87.5 2.0
80-83.5 23
76-79.5 2.7
72-75.5 3.0
68-71.5 33
64-67.5 3.7
60-63.5 4.0
Below 60 failed

GRADING STANDARDS

"1" work is consistently superior. It commands attention on its own right, taking the
assigned topic as an occasion for thoughtful and extended development of an
original idea. It shows a clear familiarity with the ideas and works relevant to your
topic and uses them to present an individual insight or viewpoint with enough
fullness and cogency to command readers' respect, if not their assent. "1" work is
generally free of grammatical errors, and uses language clearly and with
sophistication.

"2" work is good, meeting all the assignment's expectations with competence. It
states a substantive thesis and develops it with evidence from the text(s). While it
may not have the subtlety or sophistication of "1" work, it provides a thoroughly
developed response to the question, demonstrating a command of the material and a
well-thought-out argument. The structure and development of the "2" essay should
also be competent, demonstrating the writer's ability to focus, select supporting
details and organize them effectively, and write concisely and clearly.

"3" work is adequate. It states a thesis that can be supported with evidence;
however, it may not use evidence as flexibly or state as adequate a thesis as work
receiving higher grades. Often "3" work has only negative virtues—that is, it is not
seriously flawed but has no striking insights either. Generally, "3" work
demonstrates mastery of the material or of an argument, but usually not both; often
it lacks stylistic sophistication, thorough development, and/or sufficient use of
supportive evidence.



"4" work falls short in one or more of the following categories: thesis, development
with evidence, style, structure. It is clearly inadequate, failing to answer the question
fully or to express a substantial thesis. Usually "4" work also demonstrates serious
errors in grammar or usage; persistent minor errors alone will not usually elicit a "4"
except in combination with other problems.

"5" denotes clear failure to understand either the assignment or the conventions of
written work. This grade usually indicates that the student cannot competently
perform the tasks required in the course. The writing fails with regard to analysis,
argument, or both.



