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	Dr. Simon Wolfgang Fuchs
Simon Wolfgang Fuchs is a lecturer in Islamic and Middle East Studies at the University of Freiburg. His research focuses on transnational Islamic thought, religious authority and sectarian conflict. Simon obtained his PhD from the Department of Near Eastern Studies, Princeton University, in 2015 and has been a Research Fellow in Islamic Studies at Gonville & Caius College, University of Cambridge, from 2015-2017.
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	Ditching the Periphery: 

Shiism, Pakistan, and Global Islam
Pakistan is home to the second largest Shi'i community worldwide. In scholarship, however, this importance is widely ignored. Instead, conventional wisdom gives prominence to Lebanon, Iraq, and Iran, even attributing sectarian conflicts mostly to developments in the Middle East. My talk will upend this view and argue that Shi'i thought in Pakistan is far more creative and disruptive than to be relegated to a mere translation exercise from Persian and Arabic into Urdu.
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