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Workshop at the University of Erfurt, 17-18 July 2025

Co-Convenors: Titus van de Kerke, Cynthia Wang, Dr. Noura Chalati

Intelligence Studies is a thriving and continuously expanding interdisciplinary field of study. Yet, its
extensive empirical focus on the so-called ‘Anglosphere’, notably US and UK intelligence agencies
and alliances such as the ‘Five Eyes’, has been lamented for over a decade at least. It cannot be
explained solely by pointing to the (un)availability of empirical material on intelligence beyond the
‘West’ or what has been tellingly labeled by one contribution in the field as ‘intelligence elsewhere’.
While a commendable interest in intelligence beyond Europe, the US, Israel, and Russia continues to
grow, this long-time neglect has undoubtedly led to a lacuna of conceptual and theoretical
scholarship that adequately captures and understands intelligence phenomena in the Global South.

While there is a growing body of literature in Intelligence Studies and Area Studies that empirically
studies intelligence communities and their evolution in the Global South, including aspects such as
intelligence reforms, clandestine diplomacy, covert action, accountability, and violence, much of this
literature lacks distinctive ambitions to theorise the diverse practices, actors, and relations of
intelligence in countries and regions beyond the ‘West'. Intriguingly, intelligence as a social
phenomenon has attracted only marginal attention in other fields which nonetheless have extensively
investigated security issues in the Global South, both empirically and theoretically.

This workshop aims to connect these disparate bodies of scholarship and to address the gap in
dedicated efforts to theorise and conceptualise intelligence as it unfolds particularly in the Global
South. This includes the questions of whether at all, why, and what kind of theorising is needed to
grapple with realities and perceptions of intelligence in the Global South. The workshop aims to
kickstart a theoretical and conceptual discussion of intelligence phenomena in the Global South by
drawing from relevant and suitable conceptualisations in other fields of study, such as Surveillance
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Studies, Critical Security Studies, Postcolonial Studies, Science and Technology Studies,
International Political Economy, International Political Sociology, cultural history, critical peace and
conflict studies, and more.

We invite contributions from both junior and senior scholars interested in theoretical and conceptual
debates and exchanges on the role and evolution of intelligence in societies and states of the Global
South, broadly conceived. We are particularly interested in empirically grounded theoretical
reflections and thinking pieces. Phenomena of intelligence can range from the development and
outlook of particular intelligence agencies, intelligence reforms, accountability and oversight,
international intelligence relations, strategy, clandestine diplomacy, intelligence commerce/
involvement in international trade, covert action, propaganda, violence, and intelligence culture(s) or
communities, etc.

For instance, we seek to understand how the colonial project and the development of intelligence
(agencies, functions, relations, etc.) relate to each other and what the implications are on
postcolonial societies. How do these entanglements continue to shape state-society relations and
governance in the Global South today? How can we make sense of violence, secret diplomacy, or
propaganda and accountability in the context of intelligence in the Global South?

All participants are expected to attend in person in the lovely city of Erfurt, Germany. As a result of
the workshop, we aim to submit a special issue to a peer-reviewed journal in Intelligence Studies or
another relevant and related field.

Submission:

Please send your abstract (300 words max.) and any related questions to
conceptualising.intelligence@gmail.com by 30 April 2025. Successful applicants will be notified of
acceptance of their abstracts by 7 May 2025.

Expenses and Funding:
We have a limited amount of funding to support need-based travel costs for those without their own
funding. Please indicate if you would like to make use of this assistance in your submission email.


mailto:conceptualising.intelligence@gmail.com

